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CHRISTIAN RELIEF FUND, by Jordan Andershock 
 

Under the supervision of Brooke Morton, who is the Service &  
Missions Coordinator at the Christian Student Center, this        
semester marks the beginning of our partnership with the      
Christian Relief Fund, through which we are now sponsoring a 
child.  Her name is Leonida Onyango.  She is a seven-year-old 
from Eldoret, Kenya, and is currently in kindergarten.   
 

Every Thursday at Encounter, the CSC tries to collect $35 for this 
girl. The money raised each week goes toward providing an     
education for young Leonida.  In school, she studies Swahili,    
English, math, physical education, science, and Bible.  She also 
enjoys playing soccer. Without the Christian Relief Fund, Leonida 
would be unable to attend school due to numerous fees and     
uniform costs. With over a million citizens, Eldoret is packed with 
people looking for jobs. As a result, many people are               
unemployed.  Education provides Leonida with a chance to be 
distinguished among the masses.   
 

I ask that you keep Leonida in your prayers continually.  Please 
ask God to give her determination in her studies and that He pour 
out His blessings and love upon this child.  

LADIES BIBLE CLASS, by Tyler Ellis 
 

When I heard there would be a lunch after the Ladies Bible 
Class on Monday, I couldn’t resist accepting the invitation to be 
a guest speaker.   
 

Actually, the lunch was a delicious bonus I had overlooked when 
Ellen Keim initially asked me.  And I’m so glad she did!  
 

“Blowing The Dust Off Familiarity” was the topic of our study, 
and I appreciated the wisdom they shared.  It was a true joy to 
meet with such special ladies, so faithful to the Lord. 
 

I was especially honored to meet and have my picture taken 
with was Ann Stubblefield.  I got so excited when she informed 
me she was an alumni of the University of Tennessee.  Even 
more, that she participated in the first year of Laurel’s Campus      
Ministry in 1955, where she met her husband, Austin.   
 

The morning reminded me once again, just how blessed I am 
and how blessed the students at the Christian Student Center 
are to have such a supportive church behind us! 
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INVITING THE ENTIRE CAMPUS MINISTRY OVER FOR DINNER, by Tyler Ellis 
 

Back in July when I attended the annual Campus for Christ conference in Texas, one of the keynote    
speakers told a story that stuck with me.  She said that she and her husband, in an effort to connect more 
personally with their church, decided to invited the entire congregation over for dinner, one table at a 
time, over the course of a year.  As she spoke about the many blessings that came from this, I couldn’t 
wait to come home and tell my wife about it.   
 

Jennifer is a fantastic mother, and it’s clear that our two daughters adore her.  But having a one-year-old 
and a three-year-old makes is challenging for Jen to be involved in the Campus Ministry on the same level 
as she was before we started our family.  She used to plan mission trips, lead a girls Bible studies, and 
meet with international students.  That’s why I thought she’d like the idea of having students in our home.  
 

A couple weeks back, I passed around a clipboard at the CSC, inviting students to sign-up for one of the 
five dates listed corresponding to their year in school: Freshmen, Sophomore, Junior, Senior, or graduate 
students.   
 

Our first dinner was on Tuesday with the Freshmen.  While only seven were able to make it — as many    
students could not attend due to exams, work, sickness, visiting parents, choir concerts, etc. — the dinner 
proved to be a memorable time.   
 

It’s been a while since I’ve heard chopsticks played on the piano.  Johanna was running up and down the 
hall with excitement, showing off her toys and accessories.  The home-cooked meal and dessert that     
Jenifer prepared was a hit.  And it was a great help having Joyce Troxler there too, lending a hand with   
set-up and clean-up.  I especially enjoyed going around the table and hearing from each student about 
their experiences and surprises since being in college.  Many of them stated how significant it’s been for 
them to make such good friends through the CSC.   
 

Afterwards, we played a game called Heads Up, that involves two teams 
trying their hand at acting and describing words for their teammates to 
guess.  I got a kick out of one category in particular.  The category was 
Charlie Brown and Halloween, and the word being described was 
“Woodstock.”  As a Peanuts fan, I had to bite my tongue from yelling out 
“Snoopy’s yellow bird friend,” while the other team got stuck as they    
proceeded to give clues like “music festival,” “New York,” “Jimi Hendrix,” 
and “hippies.”  Good times.  
 

Suffice it to say, we look forward to having the Sophomores over on       
October 20.   


